PREFACE

IN correcting the proofs of the Japanese stories in
the present volume I am aware of a too sombre note,
and more particularly of a similarity, if not a same-
ness, in the make-up of these tales, all of which are
touched with what the Japanese call the {c Ah-ness
of things ". Having made this confession, I draw in
my breath, bow, and beg the reader and reviewer to
remember that these stories were published in various
magazines, and the editorial demand was in no small
measure responsible for this state of affairs. Lest
those who peruse these stories should be inclined to
weep too profusely, I have included The Man who
Stood on His Heady Dream Pills and Thanks to Omar,
in the hope that I may have the good fortune to
restore them to the happy world of laughter.
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